Introduction
The practical study of dracontiasis, one of the oldest known and in some parts of India the most prevalent of tropical diseases has been singularly neglected. Although it is not a fatal disease or one which attracts much sympathy its incidence nevertheless is commonly the precursor of much suffering and physical incapacity. A very large percentage of the inhabitants in the infected areas is more or less completely incapacitated for 5 to 6 months and in some complicated cases even up to 8 months in the year. This can be easily seen when it is said that in Chitaldrug district one has to import labourers from Malabar and other distant places for construction of draw-wells in some of the infected villages since local labour is so dear and so very difficult to obtain. Dr. J. V.
Ivarve, Director Experiments.?A good supply of cyclops, daphnia and diaptomus, were collected from one of the infected step-wells in Chitaldrug town, and they were isolated in separate glass dishes in a sample of the same step-well water from which they were collected. These specimens were microscopically examined and only such of them as had not already been infected with the larvae of Drcicunculus medinensis, in nature, were selected and used for this experiment. To each of these dishes about one c.cm. of an emulsion containing live dracunculus larvae collected by one of the usual methods, was then added. During the first day of the experiment these crustaceans were examined under the microscope once an hour and subsequently once a day. A few of the specimens of cyclops, examined about an hour later, were found to have become infected with dracunculus larvae.
As a control, the different species of cyclops, daphnia and diaptomus were isolated in the same step-well water in separate glass dishes without the larvae. The live dracunculus larvae were also isolated in different dishes containing step-well water, brackish draw-well water and distilled water. These specimens were examined everj'-day and the following are the observations made during the above series of experiments :?
(1) Some of the infected cyclops were found to be alive for 62 days, i.e., for nearly 9 weeks after infection, provided they had been isolated in water from the same step-well as that from which they had been collected. But most of them died at the end of the 6th week (i.e., 42 days). In the control tube the non-infected cyclops were found to be alive for 108 days, provided they were isolated in the same stepwell water, from which they were collected, and the water was changed once every 3 or 4 days.
(2) The guinea-worm larva appears to undergo certain changes inside the body of the cyclops. The 
